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West Virginia and 
Regional History Collection 
NEWSLETTER 
Vol. 2 No.1 West Virginia University Library Spring 1986 
Interior of Aaron Armentrout's cabin. Randolph County, July 1854. 
"Porte Crayon" Papers Afford Close Look 
at Civil War and Early West Virginia 
The writings of David Hunter Strother (1816-1888) were 
well-known to mid-19th century American readers. In-
deed, his pseudonym, "Porte Crayon", was a household 
word. As one of the nation's leading artist reporters, Porte 
Crayon's colorful and witty contributions to Harpers 
Magazine kept a generation of Americans informed and 
amused, while contributing immensely to Harpers' success. 
Porte specialized in wonderfully illustrated travelogues 
describing the scenic vistas and quaint locales of rural 
America. His style was at once genteel and unassuming, in-
formative yet entertaining, and his pen transported eager 
readers across the country- fishing in the Virginia 
Alleghenies, chatting with New England whalers, sipping 
moonshine with Tennessee bootleggers. His popularity 
made David Hunter Strother one of the highest paid 
writers in antebellum America. 
To America's dismay, Porte Crayon's arcadian world 
gradually collapsed as the nation was gripped by civil war. 
The conflict set Strother's diverse talents in a new direc-
tion. Nationwide travels had invested him with a sense of 
national pride that transcended his Southern roots, and 
thus he joined the Union army, yet he simultaneously 
resolved to provide posterity with an even handed record 
of the war that would offer fair analysis to both sides. The 
job was to consume the gist of his literary effort for nearly 
a decade. 
Born in Martinsburg, Berkeley County, Virginia, in 
Exterior of a Canaan Valley cabin, June 1851. 
1816, Strother was the son of a circuit court clerk with a 
history of military service and a penchant for politics. All 
intentions were that young David should follow in his 
father's footsteps, yet success more readily rewarded his 
artistic endeavors. After several attempts were made to 
gain his admittance to West Point, young Strother even-
tually wound up in New York studying painting under 
Samuel F. B. Morse who was then president of the Na-
tional Academy of Design. Following a brief tour of por-
trait painting in the Ohio Valley, Strother completed his 
art studies under notable masters in Europe during the ear-
ly 1840s. 
Achieving considerable success as a book illustrator 
upon his return from abroad, in 1853 Strother was com-
missioned by Harper Brothers in New York to write an ac-
count of a sporting expedition through the Canaan Valley. 
Entitled "TheVirginia Canaan" and published in Harpers 
New Monthly Magazine in December, Strother's witty 
vignette proved to be immensely popular. A series of 
similar travelogues were commissioned and "Porte 
Crayon" quicklf became one of America's favorite writers. 
As the Civi War approached, Strother served as a 
special correspondent for Harpers Weekly, covering the 
trial of John Brown at Harpers Ferry. Despite Unionist 
sympathies, his reporting of the affair reveals no trace of 
sympathy for Brown or for the cause of abolition. When 
war finally broke out, he pledged neutrality, retreating to 
Berkeley Springs where his family owned a fashionable 
hotel and spa. However, finding no refuge from partisan 
hostility or military recruiting parties he offered his ser-
vices as a cartographer to the Union Army in July, 1861. 
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"Porte Crayon" Papers 
Awarded the rank of captain, within months Strother 
found himself embroiled in the Valley of Virginia cam-
paign, serving successively as a topographical expert under 
generals Nathaniel Banks and John Pope. Badly out-
maneuvered by Confederate forces under Stonewall 
Jackson and Gen. Joseph Johnston, the campaign proved 
to be a dismal failure for the Union. Strother witnessed 
greater success serving with McClellan during the fall of 
1862, when Union forces successfully turned back Lee's ar-
my with a key victory at Antietam, Maryland, in 
September. 
Captain Strother passed the winter of 1862-63 with Gen. 
Banks in Louisiana, returning to Washington, D.C. in the 
spring. Promoted to the rank of colonel, he sat unassigned 
through the Battle of Gettysburg. Given his choice of 
assignments, he requested to join Gen. Benjamin F. 
Kelley's command in the newly created state of West 
Virginia. Rising to the position of Chief of Cavalry, 
Strother remained with Gen. Kelley until Kelley was 
replaced by Gen. Franz Sigel as the Second Valley of 
Virginia Campaign began in the spring of 1864. An embar-
rassing Union defeat at New Market led to Sigel's replace-
ment by Gen. David Hunter in May. Hunter promoted 
Strother to the position of chief of staff and together Gen. 
Hunter and Col. Strother directed the first sustained Union 
success in Virginia, culminating in the capture of the Con-
federate stronghold of Staunton in June. 
As the Valley Campaign came to a close in the fall, 
Strother requested a leave of absence from the army and 
eventually submitted his resignation. Unable to return to 
Berkeley Springs due to rampant Confederate guerrilla ac-
tivities, he-passed the remainder of the war in Baltimore 
"Encampment of Alabama & Mississippi Volunteers, Harpers Ferry, 
Va., May 27th, 1861." 
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"Betsy, April 11th, 1856" "]im Pierce, Dismal Swamp, 1856" 
planning the return of Porte Crayon. Organizing his 
meticulous journals, he proposed a series of war recollec-
tions to the editors of Harpers in the spring of 1865. His 
plan was enthusiastically endorsed. 
Porte Crayon's return was delayed by Strother's accep-
tance of the position of Adjutant General of the Restored 
Government of Virignia in 1865, yet after only a few 
months Strother resigned this post to return to Berkeley 
Springs and resume his literary career in earnest. 
Readers eagerly greeted the reappearance of Porte 
Crayon in the pages of Harpers in June 1866, though they 
detected a marked change in his character. The light and 
anecdotal reportage they had enjoyed so much had given 
way to detailed historical narrative aimed at clarifying 
issues and communicating not only the triumph but also 
the despair, confusion, and loneliness of war. To Strother 
the south represented an anachronistic pocket of medieval 
feudalism, "a stumbling block in the path of the 19th cen-
tury," as Porte Crayon put it. The Civil War then was an 
inevitable colli~ion of the past and present, and not a strug-
gle between good and evil, heroes and villains. He noted 
the organized strength of the Northern masses and he 
acknowledged the brilliance and courage of the Southern 
leaders. He described the heat of battle in detail as well as 
the boredom of winter quarters, the whole illustrated with 
sketches made on the scene. He was also among the first to 
relate tales of family discord, a phenomenon that he as a 
Virginia yankee knew only too well. 
Eleven installments of Porte Crayon's "Personal 
Recollections of the War" were published between June 
1866 and April 1868, chronicling the progress of the war 
from its beginnings through the Battle of Antietam. 
Although twenty-four had been planned, by 1868 Harpers' 
readers had grown weary of the subject. Yet, by this time 
Porte Crayon had duly broadcast his views across 
America. Harpers Magazine was the staple of the 
American reader, and as Harpers' most popular writer, 
Porte Crayon's influence upon national post-war sentiment 
was significant. His blameless, fatalistic explanations 
helped to diffuse the extreme bitterness that the war had 
engendered. 
Though 1868 marked the end of the "Personal Recollec-
tions", American readers had not heard the last of David 
Hunter Strother. For brief periods he attended to the fami-
ly hotel, edited a Charleston newspaper and gave assorted 
lectures (he delivered a commencement address at West 
Virginia University in 1870), yet during the 1870s he once 
again became a regular contributor to Harpers and several 
other publications. His mo_st_l}otable effort of the period, 
an eleven installment travelogue entitled 'The Mountains", 
c o n t i n u e d  
" P o r t e  C r a y o n "  P a p e r s  
T h e  S t r o t h e r  C o l l e c t i o n  
i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  l o c a l  c o l o r  l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u t  W e s t  T h e  D a v i d  H u n t e r  S t r o t h e r  p a p e r s  a r e  o n  d e p o s i t  a t  t h e  
V i r g i n i a .  V i r t u a l l y  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  n e w  s t a t e t o  A m e r i c a ,  R e g i o n a l H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
S t r o ~ h e r  c o n d u c t e d  h i s f o l l o w e r s  o n  a  t o u r t h r o u g h  t h e r e s e a r c h . T h e  p a p e r s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  e n h a n c e  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n ' s  
s t a t e s  e a s t e r n  m o u n  t a m s  a n d  S o u t h  B r a n c h  V a l l e y .  F i n d - c ·  · 1  W  h  l d "  E  b  ·  d  
·  b  t h  t h  ·  d  · t  ·  h  b " t  t  t  b  l l  d  s t r o n g  I V I  a r  e r a  o  m g s .  m  r a c m g  c o r r e s p o n  e n c e ,  
m g  o  e  r e g i O n  a n  I  s  m  a  I  a n  s  o  e  e q u a  y r u g g e  .  .  .  
a n d  u n s p o i l e d ,  S t r o t h e r  d e p i c t e d  t h e  d o m a i n  o f  t h e  m o u n - l e g a l  r e c o r d s ,  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  a  v a n e t y  o f  m e m o r a b i l i a ,  
t a i n e e r  a s  a  w e l c o m e  o u t p o s t  o f  n o b i l i t y  a n d  t r a d i t i o n  t h e  h e a r t  a n d  s o u l  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  r e s t s  i n  s o m e  5 9 0  d r a w -
w i t h i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  j a d e d  w o r l d .  i n g s  a n d  4 4  j o u r n a l  v o l u m e s  w h i c h  t o g e t h e r  d o c u m e n t  v i r -
A  f i n a l  e p i s o d e  i n  S t r o t h e r ' s  v a r i e d  c a r e e r  e n s u e d  w h e n  t u a l l y  a l l  p h a s e s  o f  S t r o t h e r ' s  m u l t i f a c e t e d  c a r e e r .  
h e  a c c e p t e d  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  b y  P r e s i d e n t  H a y e s  a s  c o n s u l  A  f  t  " t  d  f  k  b  r  
g e n e r a l  t o  M e x i c o  i n  1 8 7 9 .  H i s  o b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  n  a r t I S  '  w r i t e r  a n  m _ a n .  
0  
e e n  °  s e r v a t I O n ,  
c o s m o p o l i t a n  s p i r i t  m a d e  h i m  i d e a l  f o r  t h e  j o b .  R e p l a c e d  S t r o t h e r s  w o r k  I S  r e m a r k a b l y  m s i g h t f u l .  N o t  s u r p n s m g l ~ ,  
b y  P r e s i d e n t  C l e v e l a n d  i n  1 8 8 5 ,  S t r o t h e r  p a s s e d  h i s  f i n a l  h i s  C i v i l  W a r  w r i t i n g s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  
y e a r s  p e a c e f u l l y  i n  B e r k e l e y  S p r i n g s .  H e  d i e d  o f  t  ·  d  
5  
p n e u m o n i a  o n  8  M a r c h  1 8 8 8 .  c o n  z n u e  o n  p a g e  
A  P a s s a g e  f r o m  S t r o t h e r ' s  J O U R N A L ,  
1 7 - 1 8  A u g u s t  1 8 6 1  . . .  
O n  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  t h e  n e w s  o f  a n  a p p r o a c h i n g  
b a t t l e  n e a r  M a r t i n s b u r g  s e e m e d  t o  b e  c o n f i r m e d  s o  I  
m o u n t e d  m y  h o r s e  &  r o d e  t o  t h a t  p l a c e  a r r i v i n g  
a b o u t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  A s  I  a p p r o a c h e d  
t h e  p l a c e  I  m e t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  c o u n t r y  p e o p l e  c o m i n g  
o u t  w h o  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  A r m y  w a s  w i t h i n  
t w o  m i l e s  o f  t o w n  c o m i n g  u p  t h e  W i l l i a m s p o r t  r o a d  
&  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  A r m y  h a d  j u s t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
t o w n  o n  i t s  w a y  t o  m e e t  t h e m .  I  e x p e c t e d  e v e r y  m o -
m e n t  t o  h e a r  t h e  o p e n i n g  c a n n o n  b u t  e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  
' T h e  R e m a i n s  o f  t h e  R a i l w a y  B r i d g e  a t  M a r t i n s b u r g ,  V a . ,  J u n e  
1 8 t h  1 8 6 1 . "  T h e  s e a t e d  f i g u r e  s k e t c h i n g  i n  t h e  f o r e g r o u n d  i s  
p r e s u m a b l y  S t r o t h e r .  
q u i e t  a s  t h e  g r a v e .  A s  I  e n t e r e d  t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t  I  
p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  d e s e r t e d  i t s  w h o l e  l e n g t h  &  t h e  
h o u s e s  c l o s e d .  I n  a  f e w  m o m e n t s  I  s a w  a  b o d y  o f  
S t e w a r t s  C a v a l r y  w h e e l  i n t o  t h e  m a i n  s t r e e t  f r o m  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  W i n c h e s t e r  a n d  m o v e  o u t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
e n d  t o w a r d  W i l l i a m s p o r t .  I  s t o p p e d  a t  m y  u n c l e  
P h i l i p  P e n d l e t o n ' s  a n d  w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  
A r m y  h a d  a c t u a l l y  a d v a n c e d  a s  f a r  a s  F a l l i n g  W a t e r  8  
m i l e s  f r o m  M a r t i n s b u r g ,  t h a t  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  A r m y  
w a s  b e t w e e n  B u n k e r s  H i l l  a n d  W i n c h e s t e r  &  t h a t  
S t e w a r t s  C a v a l r y  a l o n e  ( 3 0 0 )  h a d  a p p e a r e d  i n  t o w n .  
W i t h  h o p e  a n d  i m p a t i e n c e  w e  w a i t e d  u n t i l  n i g h t  t o  
s e e  t h e  F e d e r a l  A r m y  c o m e  i n - W e  w e r e  d o o m e d  t o  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  
T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  1 8 t h  I  w e n t  u p  t o w n  a n d  f o u n d  
t h e  p e o p l e  i n  g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t  w i t h  v a r y i n g  r e p o r t s  
f r o m  t h e  f r o n t .  C o u n t r y m e n  w h o  h a d  s e e n ,  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  F e d e r a l  h o s t  a s  m o s t  m a g n i f i c e n t l y  
i m p o s i n g  i n  n u m b e r s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  S o m e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s w e e p i n g  c r o p s  a n d  h o r s e s  
b e f o r e  t h e m  s p a r i n g  n e i t h e r  m e n  w o m e n  n o r  
c h i l d r e n ,  l i k e  t h e  h o s t s  o f  A t i l l a - O t h e r s  g a v e  m o r e  
r e a s o n a b l e  a c c o u n t s  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  b e h a v e d  
w i t h  g r e a t  c i v i l i t y  &  p a i d  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  t o o k .  
T h e  d a y  w o r e  o n  y e t  n o  t i d i n g s  o f  t h e i r  a d v a n c e  
a n d  t h e  u n i o n  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  p l a c e  w e r e  h u n g r y  w i t h  
i m p a t i e n c e .  T o w a r d  m i d d a y  w e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a s t o u n -
d i n g  a n d  m o r t i f y i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  A r -
m y  w a s  f a l l i n g  b a c k - L a t e r  i t  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  &  a t  
l e n g t h  t h e  R e b e l  C a v a l r y  u n d e r  C o l .  S t e w a r t  r e t u r n -
e d  t o  t o w n  r e p e a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  d r i v e n  t h e  i n v a d e r  
a c r o s s  t h e  P o t o m a c - B e w i l d e r e d  &  h u m i l i a t e d  I  
r e t u r n e d  t o  m y  u n c l e s  h o u s e .  A s  w e  s t o o d  o n  t h e  s i d e  
w a l k  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  S t e w a r t  w i t h  h i s  t r o o p s  
p a s s e d  &  s e e i n g  i h e  g r o u p  w h o  w e r e  a l l  k n o w n  f o r  
l o y a l  p e o p l e  s o m e o n e  o r d e r e d  t h r e e  c h e e r s  f o r  J e f f  
D a v i s - T h e y  w e r e  g i v e n  &  h a v i n g  p a r a d e d  t o  t h e  
e n d  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  t h e y  c o u n t e r m a r c h e d  &  g a v e  i n  t h r e e  
m o r e  i n  r e t u r n i n g .  T h i s  w a s  a  b i t t e r  p i l l  t o  · s w a l l o w  
f o r  u s  w h o s e  h o p e s  h a d  b e e n  s o  h i g h  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  
B u t  w i t h  u n d y i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  s p e e d y  r e a s s e r t i o n  o f  
F e d e r a l  S u p r e m a c y  o v e r  o u r  l a n d  w e  p l a y e d  
b a c k g a m m o n  c h e e r f u l l y  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g .  
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Robert F. Munn, 1923-1986 
Robert F. Munn, c 1966. Photo by David L. Smith. 
For thirty years Robert F. Munn was head of the Univer-
. sity Library, and during that tenure he nurtured the 
Regional History Collection. When he took charge in 1951, 
Munn found a small collection of historical documents 
which Charles Ambler and his colleagues in the Depart-
ment of History had gathered during the 1930s and 
deposited in the Library. Although these materials had 
received little attention during the exigencies of World War 
II, in the ensuing years Munn hired professional staff, ob-
tained valuable collections, and found adequate quarters, 
first in the main library and then in the remodeled law 
building. Over the years, as generous donations of 
manuscripts were made and scholars made good use of 
them, the size and reputation of the West Virginia Collec-
tion grew, with Dean Munn acting as the catalyst, pro-
viding leadership, commitment, and vision. 
He built not only the Regional History Collection but 
also the Appalachian coal and book collections. He did so 
both as a matter of intellectual conviction and out of affec-
tion for the Mountain State. As far as I know his family 
had no connection with the coal industry nor roots in West 
Virginia, but he loved its green hills and liked the grit of its 
people. He wanted West Virginia University to focus its 
library collections on coal and central Appalachia, because 
these were vital interests. Moreover, the University's land 
grant status, which stressed service to the people, made 
such an emphasis a logical choice, particularly since no 
other library or state agency was able to do so. 
In the 1950s and 1960s, many faculty saw this priority as 
being too parochial for a research university. Before Ap-
palachian chic and high oil prices put the region in the na-
tional spotlight, "coal" in the "ivory tower", so to speak, 
was not a popular idea. Faculty complained about the 
library's neglect of topics which they considered more ap-
propriate. Yet Munn felt that scarce resources required 
priorities- that the library no more than the University 
4 
itself could "be all things to all people", to use a phrase he 
liked. To him a lack of priorities, meant a want of plan-
ning, the inevitable result being a library with no distinc-
tion in any subject area. 
Thirty years of consistent acquisition have paid off, the 
result being the best collection of primary source material 
on West Virginia in particular and central Appalachia in 
general. Sufficient resources were found to establish a 
speciality in East Africa, an area where the University had 
several ongoing programs supported by extramural fund-
ing from agencies like the Rockefeller Foundation. Further-
more, in keeping with the broad research and teaching 
functions of the University, Munn maintained strong col-
lections in the humanities. He knew the classics and saw to 
it that the library had copies (whether or not they cir-
culated on a regular basis), and for American history and 
literature, the library's holdings are remarkably complete. 
All this was done with an acquisitions budget that never 
approached a level which would be considered average for 
a comparable university. 
How did he accomplish so much? Eight in the morning 
to six at night during the week and half-day on Saturday 
was Munn's normal work week, vacations were un-
necessary, and holidays (except for Christmas and Easter) 
workdays. He quoted, with relish, Perley Isaac Reed (after 
whom the School of Journalism was named) as saying "if 
you can't do it in forty pours, try fifty, and if that don't 
work try sixty or seventy." "It" being any task for which 
time and funds were insufficient. He was a stern 
taskmaster who wanted others to follow the spirit if not 
the letter of his example, and as a result he usually got 
something extra, above and beyond the call of duty, from 
everyone. In part he achieved great things because those 
who worked with him respected him and honored his ex-
pectations. 
Yet, what mattered most, was a belief that West Virginia 
University must do the best with the resources available, 
no matter how meagre those might be. He had little pa-
tience for complaints about lack of funding. "Onward and 
upward," was a phrase he liked, particularly in difficult 
times, and adversity he believed was no excuse for failure. 
I well remember discussions of this issue with him, in par-
ticular his arsenal of examples of great literature written by 
authors who were living on a shoe string or of ground-
breaking research by scientists in far away places with the 
most modest funding. For historians his special tweak was 
what he called "that frontier spirit", which began with 
Frederick Jackson Turner's famous thesis, and ended with 
references to pioneers who built America by making do 
with what they had. 
If Dean Munn had not left so many accomplishments in 
his wake when he died last March, these tributes might be 
perceived_ as the usual tendency to venerate the dead above 
and beyond their true success. In his own eyes, I imagine, 
he would regret leaving certain work unfinished, but in 
any case, one of the satisfactions of being a librarian is that 
the books, microfilms, serials, and special collections re-
main as a memorial to one's mortal efforts. 
George Parkinson 
Curator 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3  
T h e  S t r o t h e r  C o l l e c t i o n  
t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s - t h e  w a r  j o u r n a l s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
a b r i d g e d  f o r m  i n  1 9 6 1 .  C o m b i n i n g  h i s  d i v e r s e  j o u r n a l i s t i c
t a l e n t s  w i t h  h i s  v a r y i n g  r a n k  a n d  p o s i t i o n ,  S t r o t h e r  
p o s s e s s e d  a  d i s t i n c t  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w r i t e r s .  
H i s  w o r k  b o a s t s  e y e w i t n e s s  s p o n t a n e i t y  a n d  e x h i l a r a t i o n ,  
y e t  i t  i s  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  a n d  r e f l e c t i v e .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  
t h e  m a j o r  f a c t s  a n d  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  w a r  a n d  i t s  a f t e r m a t h  a r e  
w e l l - k n o w n ,  y e t  t h e  m u n d a n e  d e t a i l s  a r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  i n -
t e g r a t e d  i n t o  o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  S t r o t h e r ' s  c o n c e r n  
w i t h  t h e  m i n u t i a e  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  t h e  t h o u g h t s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  o f  
t h e  l i v i n g  h a v e  m u c h  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  
t h e  C i v i l  W a r  / p o s t  C i v i l  W a r  e r a  o n  b o t h  l o c a l  a n d  n a -
t i o n a l  l e v e l s .  
W h i l e  n o t  n o r m a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a c q u i r i n g  a r t i f a c t s ,  t h e  R e g i o n a l  H i s t o r y  
C o l l e c t i o n  f o u n d  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  r e c e n t  d o n a t i o n  o f  E d d e n  
H a m m o n s '  f i d d l e  b y  E d d e n ' s  d a u g h t e r  E m m a  H a m m o n s  T r i p l e t t  o f  
P a s a d e n a ,  M a r y l a n d .  C o n s i d e r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  f i n e s t  t r a d i t i o n a l  m u s i -
c i a n s  o f  a l l  t i m e ,  H a m m o n s  l i v e d  f r o m  a b o u t  1 8 7 4 - 1 9 5 5  i n  e a s t - c e n t r a l  
W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  H i s  f i d d l e  p l a y i n g ,  a n d  c o l o r f u l  l i f e  s t o r y  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
a  d o c u m e n t a r y  r e c o r d  a l b u m  w h i c h  w a s  p r o d u c e d  a t  T h e  C o l l e c t i o n  a n d  
p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  l a s t  y e a r .  T h e  a l b u m  i s  
e d i t e d  b y  A s s o c i a t e  C u r a t o r  J o h n  C u t h b e r t  a n d  A l a n  J a b b o u r  w h o  i s  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  F o l k l i f e  C e n t e r  a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s .  P i c -
t u r e d  w i t h  C u t h b e r t  ( a t  r i g h t )  a r e  E m m a  T r i p l e t t  a n d  h e r  b r o t h e r  S m i t h  
H a m m o n s  i n  t h e  h o m e  o f  S m i t h ' s  n e p h e w  W a l t e r  H a m m o n s  i n  M i l l  P o i n t ,  
W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  
B y r n s i d e  P o r t r a i t s  R e s t o r e d  
W h e n  t h e  R e g i o n a l  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n  r e c e i v e d  a  p a i r  o f  
o i l  p o r t r a i t s  d e p i c t i n g  M r .  a n d  M r s .  J a m e s  M a d i s o n  
B y r n s i d e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  
p a i n t i n g s  w o u l d  e v e r  g r a c e  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n ' s  w a l l s .  P u r c h a s -
e d  f r o m  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  D r .  M a r g a r e t  B a l l a r d ,  t h e  p o r t r a i t s  
w e r e  b a d l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  s t o r e d  i n  a  M o n r o e  
C o u n t y  o u t b u i l d i n g  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  n e a r l y  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y .  
E l i z a b e t h  P e t e r s  B y r n s i d e  ( 1 8 1 6 - 1 8 6 8 ) ,  w a s  t h e  g r a n d -
d a u g h t e r  o f  C h r i s t i a n  P e t e r s ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  P e t e r s t o w n ,  
W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  H e r  h u s b a n d ,  J a m e s  M a d i s o n  B y r n s i d e  
( 1 8 1 4 - 1 8 7 3 ) ,  w h o  w a s  t h e  g r a n d s o n  o f  U n i o n ,  W e s t  
V i r g i n i a ,  f o u n d e r  J a m e s  A l e x a n d e r ,  w a s  a  p r o m i n e n t  
U n i o n  a n d  P e t e r s t o w n  b u s i n e s s m a n  a s  w e l l  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 7 2 .  P a i n t e d  a b o u t  
1 8 5 0  b y  M r s .  J o s e p h  C h e r a r d  o f  P e t e r s t o w n ,  t h e  B y r n s i d e s  
w e r e  D r .  B a l l a r d ' s  g r e a t - g r a n d p a r e n t s .  
] a m e s  M a d i s o n  B y r n s i d e  a s  h e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n .  
H a v i n g  l o n g  s u f f e r e d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e i r  e x p o s e d  e n -
v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  p a i n t i n g s  w ~ r e  i n  t e r r i b l e  c o n d i t i o n  w h e n  
t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  
o b s c u r e d  b y  h e a v y  c o a t s  o f  d i s c o l o r e d  v a r n i s h  a n d  s u r f a c e  
g r i m e  b o t h  p o r t r a i t s  w e r e  w a r p e d  a n d  c r a c k e d  t h r o u g h o u t .  
T h e  d a m a g e  t o  M r .  B y r n s i d e  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  s e v e r e ;  t h e  
p a i n t  s u r f a c e  w a s  c u p p e d  a n d  b u c k l e d ,  s e p a r a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  
c a n v a s ,  a n d  f l a k i n g  a l l  o v e r .  
D e t e r m i n e d  t o  r e v e r s e  t i m e ' s  r a v a g e s  i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e ,  
t h e  p o r t r a i t  o f  M r .  B y r n s i d e  w a s  e n t r u s t e d  t o  t h e  c a r e  o f  
B r u c e  a n d  C r a i g  E t c h i s o n  a t  t h e  B e a r  P o n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
S t u d i o  i n  M e r c e r s b u r g ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  l a s t  s p r i n g .  T h r e e  
m o n t h s  l a t e r  h e  r e t u r n e d ,  s k i l l f u l l y  a n d  r e m a r k a b l y  r e -
n e w e d .  
T h e  E t c h i s o n s '  c o n s e r v a t i o n  r e p o r t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  M r .  




cess. Beginning by securing all loose paint fragments on the 
surface, the portrait was carefully removed from its 
stretcher and placed face up on a specially constructed 
"vacuum-hot table". By subjecting the painting to a 
simultaneous dosage of heat and pressure, the warped and 
cupped paint surface was gradually softened and flattened. 
Upon cooling, a liberal coating of a special hot wax mix-
ture was then applied to the portrait's reverse side. 
Permeating the canvas and in effect waterproofing the 
painting, the wax served as an adhesive with which a new 
piece of linen canvas was attached to the original canvas. 
This new "lining" affixed under heat and pressure, would 
provide the support needed to maintain the painting's 
restored plane indefinitely. 
Its structure solidified, the painting was next cleaned and 
devarnished. Holes and areas of lost paint were filled in 
with a wax-gypsum mixture. Because of the extreme 
severity of crackle lines, the portrait background was en-
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tirely repainted. Fortunately the figure of Mr. Byrnside 
himself was better preserved and needed only sparse 
retouching. Protective coats of special varnishes completed 
the job. 
Pleased and indeed quite astonished with the resulting 
transformation, the Collection sent Mrs. Byrnside packing 
for Mercersburg immediately upon Mr. Byrnside's return. 
Now the two are happily reunited hopefully to remain 
"pictures of health" for at least a couple hundred years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Byrnside after restoration. 
Selected Accessions List 
Barb(e) Family. Papers, 1863-1933. 2 leaves. Gift, 1986. 
A&M 1416. 
Genealogical information regarding the Barb(e) family, 
including family births, marriages and deaths between 
1836-1933. 
Civil War Letters. Letters, 1861-1862. 2 items. Acquired, 
1985. A&M 2378, 2670. 
A pair of letters to home from Union soldiers. William J. 
Pyewell describes the construction of bake-ovens in 
preparation for winter quarters at Bolivar, West Virginia. 
Charles L. Gould, stationed at Camp Griffith in Lewisville, 
Virginia proposes a system of exchanging local newspapers 
with his parents. 
Coal Lick, 1920-1922, A Study of One-Room Schools. 
Papers, 1913-1984. 1 item. 127 leaves. Gift, 1986. A&M 
3006. 
A manuscript volume of a study of Coal Lick School, 
Marion County, West Virginia, 1920-1922. The work was 
prepared in 1984-1985 by twenty survivors of the one 
room school which is located in the Mannington District. 
The study was initiated by Margery Mcintire Norton, a 
student, and the West Augusta Historical Society. The 
manuscript includes a historical and descriptive discussion 
of the school; biographical information regarding Berlin B. 
Chapman, teacher of Coal Lick Schoolhouse, 1920-1922; 
original and copies of correspondence to and from Berlin 
B. Chapman; original and copies of various newspaper ar-
ticles that relate to Coal Lick School. 
C o b u ( r ) n  F a m i l y .  P a p e r s ,  1 7 8 1 - c a . 1 9 2 6 .  4  l e a v e s .  G i f t ,  
1 9 8 6 .  A & M  2 3 9 9 .  
G e n e a l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o m p i l e d  b y  I s a b e l  T .  C o b u r -n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  J a m e s  C o b u ( r ) n  a n d  h i s  s o n ,  E n o s  
C o b u r n  o f  M o n o n g a l i a  C o u n t y ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  I n c l u d e d i s  
a  l i s t  o f  r e f e r e n c e  w o r k s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  e r r o n e o u s  i n f o r m a -
t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  C o b u ( r n )  f a m i l y .  
D e s c e n d a n t s  o f  F i r s t  L o t  O w n e r s - M o r g a n ' s  T o w n ,  1 7 8 5 .  
P a p e r s ,  1 7 8 5 .  G i f t ,  1 9 8 6 .  A & M  3 0 0 8 .  
S t r o t h e r ,  D a v i d  H u n t e r  ( 1 8 1 6 - 1 8 8 8 ) .  P a p e r s ,  1 7 8 9 - i 8 8 3 ) .  3  
f t .  L o a n e d  b y  J o h n  M .  S t r o t h e r ,  1 9 8 3 - 1 9 8 4 .  A & M  2 8 9 4 .  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  m e m o r a b i l i a ,  
p h o t o g r a p h s ,  j o u r n a l s ,  d r a w i n g s ,  a n d  s k e t c h b o o k s  o f  a  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i l l u s t r a t o r  a n d  w r i t e r  f o r  H a r p e r s  
M a g a z i n e  w h o s e  p s e u d o n y m ,  " P o r t e  C r a y o n " ,  w a s  a  
h o u s e h o l d  w o r d .  O t h e r  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  h i s  c a r e e r ,  a l l  o f  
w h i c h  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n ,  a r e  a u t h o r s h i p  o f  
V i r g i n i a  I l l u s t r a t e d  ( 1 8 5 7 )  a n d  C h a r l e s t o n  a n d  I t s  
R e s o u r c e s  ( 1 8 7 8 ) ,  h i s  w o r k  a s  i l l u s t r a t o r  f o r  B l a c k w a t e r  
G e n e a l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  C h r o n i c l e  ( 1 8 5 3 ) ,  s e r v i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  a s  a  U n i o n  
t h e  f i r s t  l o t  o w n e r s  o f  M o r g a n ' s  T o w n ,  M o n o n g a l i a  C o u n - o f f i c e r ,  s t i n t  a s  a  n e w s p a p e r  e d i t o r ,  a n d  C o n s u l -
t y ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1 7 8 5 .  T h e  g e n e a l o g i e s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  G e n e r a l s h i p  t o  M e x i c o  ( 1 8 7 9 - 1 8 8 5 ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
f a m i l i e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d :  J a m e s  D a u g h e r t y ,  J o h n  E v a n s ,  S t r o t h e r ' s  b i o g r a p h e r ,  C e c i l  E b y ,  h i s  w r i t i n g s  l i n k e d  t h e  
M i c h a e l  K e r n s  ( K a r n ) ,  T h o m a s  L a i d l e y  ( L a i d l a w ) ,  R i c h a r d  t w o  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  " t h e g e n t e e l  
M e r r i f i e l d ,  Z a c k q u i l l  M o r g a n ,  J a c o b  N u z e  ( N u s z ,  N u c e ,  r o m a n t i c i s m  o f  t h e  s e n t i m e n t a l  n o v e l i s t s  a n d  t h e  e a r t h y  
N u s e ,  N o o s e ) ,  J o h n  P i e r p o n t  ( P i e r p o i n t ) ,  J a c o b  P i n d a l l ,  r e a l i s m  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r  h u m o r i s t s . "  I n  1 8 7 2 - 1 8 7 5  S t r o t h e r  
D a v i d  S c o t t , W i l J i a m ~ - £ t e - w a r - t ,  J a m e s T h o m p s o n W I _ O t e ~ [ h e . . _ } l l o u u t a i n s ,  w h i c h  E l : y ~  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  f i r s t  i m -
( T h o m s o n ) ,  a n d  o t h e r s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  p o r t a n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f - W e s t - V i r g i n i a  - · i n  l i t e r a t u r e ~  T h e  -
o r i g i n a l  l o t  l o w n e r s :  S a m u e l  C o c h r a n ,  E d w a r d  E v a n s ,  c o l l e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  r o u g h l y  5 9 0  d r a w i n g s  a n d  s k e t c h e s ,  4 4  
J o h n  H .  M a d e i r a ,  a n d  D a v i d  M o r g a n .  v o l u m e s  o f  j o u r n a l s ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  f o l d e r s  o f  c o r -
F a n s h e a r ,  J o h n .  P e r f o r m a n c e  b o n d ,  1 8 1 3 ,  M o n o n g a l i a  
C o u n t y ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  A c q u i r e d ,  1 9 8 6 .  A & M  3 0 1 2 .  
A  b o n d  a g r e e m e n t ,  b i n d i n g  F a n s h e a r  a n d  h i s  h e i r s  t o  
C l e m e n t  V i n c e n t  f o r  a  d e b t  o f  $ 1 0 0 .  T h e  b o n d  s t i p u l a t e s  
t h a t  n o n - p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  b o n d  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  f o r f e i t u r e  o f  
F a n s h e a r ' s  t i t l e  t o  a  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  p r e v i o u s l y  o w n e d  b y  
E n o c h  V i n c e n t .  
H u t c h i n s o n ,  C l y d e  E .  P a p e r s ,  c a . 1 8 9 0 - 1 9 5 0 .  A c q u i r e d ,  
1 9 8 5 .  A & M  3 0 0 5 .  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  p a p e r s ,  a n d  
p h o t o g r a p h s ,  f r o m  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  C l y d e  E .  H u t c h i n s o n ,  a  
F a i r m o n t  c o a l  m i n e  o p e r a t o r ,  c . 1 8 9 0 - 1 9 5 0 .  I n c l u d e s  a  
s p e e c h  o n  " A m e r i c a ' s  U n c r o w n e d  Q u e e n "  ( A m e r i c a n  
w o m e n ) .  
L e f e v e r ,  D a n i e l .  L e t t e r s ,  1 8 6 5 .  A c q u i r e d ,  1 9 8 6 .  A & M  
3 0 1 1 .  
A  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  f r o m  a  M a r t i n s b u r g  l a w y e r  t o  c l i e n t  
J o h n M  S p e e k  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s a l e  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  d a m a g e d  b y
U n i o n  f o r c e s  w h o  o c c u p i e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  
W a r .  
P e t e r k i n ,  G e o r g e  W .  A L S ,  1 8 9 3 .  A c q u i r e d ,  1 9 8 6 .  A & M  
3 0 1 3 .  
A  f u n d r a i s i n g  a p p e a l  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  W e s t  
V i r g i n i a ,  d e n o m i n a t i o n  u n k o w n .  C o n t r i b u t o r s  a r e  
s o l i c i t e d  f o r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p a y m e n t  o f  d e b t s .  
P r i c e ,  W i l l i a m  ( 1 8 0 3 - 1 8 8 1 ) .  A L ,  1 8 6 1 .  1  i t e m .  A c q u i r e d ,  
1 9 8 5 .  A & M  3 0 0 4 .  
L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  M o n o n g a l i a  C o u n t y  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  W h e e l i n g  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 6 1 .  
D e s c r i b e s  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  h i s  a n t i - s e c e s s i o n ,  b u t  p r o -
s l a v e r y  s e n t i m e n t s .  
r e s p o n d e n c e .  R e s t r i c t e d .  
T o p  C a p t i o n :  " S u r e  i t s  p l a i n  t o  s e e  y e ' r e  a  U n i o n  m a n  a n d  i t s  a g i n  o r d e r s  
t o  t a k e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  I  a l w a y s  o b e y s  o r d e r s .  C a s e  N o .  1 . "  
B o t t o m  C a p t i o n :  " B e  o f f  y e  d - - d  R e b e l  o r  I ' l l  s p l i t  y e ' e r  w e a z a n d  O u r  
o r d e r s  i s  t o  k i l l  o r  c a p t u r e  t h e  e n e m y  w h e r e v e r  w e  f i n d  h i m  a n d  I  a l w a y s  
o b e y s  o r d e r s .  C a s e  N o .  2 .  M a r c h  3 1 s t ,  1 8 6 2 . "  
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"The cliffs at Seneca, Pendleton Co., West Virginia" by David Hunter 
Strother, c 1855. 
"To Arms! To Arms!! Brave Men of the West!!" Broadside, 
1861. 1 item. Acquired, 1986. 
A 7 June 1861 call from M.A. Harman, Major 
Commanding, of Confederate forces in Virginia, to the 
men of Virginia to defend western Virginia from Union 
forces and "Drive back the insolent invaders who insult 
you by their presence on your soil." This appeal was issued 
4 days after a Union victory at Philippi in an engagement 
that is generally acknowledged as the first full scale battle 
of the Civil War. 
Tucker, J. Wyland. 1 reel of microfilm. Loaned by J. 
Wyland Tucker, 1985. A&M 1410. 
Letters, receipts and photographs of the Tucker family 
of Monongalia County. Two ledgers (1890, 1895) of a 
storekeeper, W.A. Tucker, contain entries of individual 
customers and business firms with corresponding types of 
payment (cash, exchange, etc.). There is also a brief 
history of the Tucker family in America and of George 
Tucker, a Revolutionary War veteran, who was the first to 
settle the family in West Virginia. 
Zackquill Morgan Homestead. Papers, 1929. 4 items. Gift, 
1986. A&M 2590. 
Correspondence regarding the Zackquill Morgan 
Homestead. Includes letters from J.M.G. Brown, Chair-
man, Committee for Civic and Industrial Betterment, 
3-7-29, to Mrs. Max Mathers informing Mathers that a 
committee has been appointed to investigate the proposal 
to purchase the Homestead; letter from the Col. John 
Evans Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion to the mayor and members of the Common Council of 
the City of Morgantown! endorsing Mathers' proposal, 
and a letter from Max Mathers to W. E. Brooks, City 
Manager of Morgantown, West Virginia, 6-17-29, inform-
ing the City Manager that he will sell the Zackquill 
Morgan Homestead for $30,000. Also, a petition from 
members of the Monongalia Historical Society to purchase 
the Homestead. 






Permit No. 34 
Colson Hall, Morgantown, WV 26506 
"A machine for field reconnaissance" 
by David Hunter Strother, c 1862. 
See page 1. 
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